206	AMONG THE DRUSES
The elders again gathered into little groups and began
talking busily about crops, commercial affairs, politics,
and their latest quarrel with the French. The old Sheik
Faris took me off into a corner to enlighten me further on
those parts of the Druse doctrine that did not touch the
forbidden mysteries.
"You see," he said, "that we are pure Unitarians. We
have a story, not in our scriptures, that, after God had
created heaven and earth, men sinned. God began send-
ing prophets to lead them back into the right path. He
sent Noah, but only his own family followed him. He
sent Abraham, and his own tribe followed. He sent
Moses, and all the tribes of Israel followed. He sent
Jesus, and the Gentiles followed. He sent Mohamet and
the entire world followed—except the Druses. Then
God sent the Angel Gabriel and spoke through him to the
Druses, saying, CI have sent many true prophets, and all
the world has accepted one or another, but you have fol-
lowed none/ The Druses sent back word by the Angel
Gabriel: 'God is enough for us/ Of course this is not
accurate as either history or theology, but it is interesting
for its emphasis on Druse adherence to one God and to
God alone. As a matter of fact, we were Moslems in
the eleventh century when Hakim, who was the Sixth
Fatimite Caliph, became convinced that he had a new
revelation direct from God, and we were the converts to
his new religion. We believe that the teachings of Jesus,
Mohamet, and the other prophets are true, but partial
and incomplete/5
I could not discuss with Sheik Faris the question of the
mysteries. It would have been neither discreet nor cour-
teous. But I did risk mentioning to him the fact that

